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WhyAreChrigstiansCalled
ToBeSalt and Light?

What did it mean when Jesus said that w8alt Essential for Life

are the light of the world? What was thepjd you know that salt (sodium chloride) is the
meaning of believers being salt in the world?ynjy element that is found in every single cell in
What is behind these teachings of Jesus?  the human bodyWithout salt, humans would
Are YouWorthYour Salt? die. Indeed, most every organism known to man

In Matthew 5:13 Jesus saidd¥ are the salt of Needs at least some _salt to be able to sur_vive.
the earth; but if the salt loses its flavoow shall ~ Jesus understood this and thathy He said
it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but {§at salt is good (Mk 9:50ps the Creator of
be thrown out and trampled underfoot by menlllfe, He knew that Salt IS essen“al to human I|fe

I ancient mes, people e paid by sai anl 1% 1025 Jesus say 1t e s fo be e
salt was at one time a currencgalt was paid '

to Roman soldiers and those who weren' ?)llgslsr}awsa;[lt'ger;vegrzé?hgtni?oifsuler;aecrﬁleigtssalltgd
“worth their salt” received little but those Whoamon belie\'/ers and the unsaveg then we can
were worthy received their full allotment, if 9 '

however salt loses its saltiness it is worthlesgave peace with one another and maybe even

(v 13). It's good for nothing more than “to bewith non-believers (Mk 9:50). This means that
thrown out and trampled underfoot by men."ougvzg;tigﬁr;n%neh d?f?/%?] tg:rvfilnavgr 8Ituar11ri]ty
When salt lost its saltiness, it was mixed togeth&p y 9 opp y

with gypsum and used to seal roofs in ancie the church or the vyorld. This does not mean
times. The roofs were like another room tha atwe're to be pouring spooniul after spoonful

the family often used as a family room or as gf'salt down people’ throats.Too much salt
porch. The word gypsum means “bitter” ancg.ms the flavor but just enough salt can make
the analogy is that when Christians becom INgs more palat:;}blé(.ou can Ie_ad a horse to
bitter, their saltiness is lost and they are not goo\gater, but you cart make him drink...but you
for much more than repairing a leaky roof an¢@" feed h_'m salty peanuts.. _

only to be trodden under foot. Salt that is tainte@nother thing that salt does is that it preserves
is also used for roads as it absorbs moistuf@ods from spoilage and prevents it from being
and makes the road that much hartiénen deadly...only good for feeding the pigs. Salt
Christians become tainted by unrepentant sif@sS been used as a preservative for thousands
they are hardened. These types of believers #E years and it still is todaySalt acts as a
despised by all, including none believers, anBreservative in more than one wagalt can
are going to be “tramp|ed underfoot.” Nopreserve the life of others for eternlty and will

wonder Paul said that our speech is to bRrevent mortal decay if we are lightly salting
seasoned with salt (Col 4:6). our speech. This type of salt saves the souls of

This salt we present to others, in the Person §fHers from etemal destruction and ruin. Do you
Jesus Christ, is the flavor of the One Who i§°° the implications of W|tne9ssmg to a lost,
ready to forgive and cleanse them from the putriHnsaltecl (and unsaved) world"

effects of sinToday the world is in desperate

need of this salt because it is corrupt. Contd. on Page 18
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our fatal sin-sickness because by His wounds
we are healed (Isaiah 53:5).

Salt also enhances flavdrcut back on salt Finally, it is worth reminding ourselves that too
several years ago but it took me 2 to 3 years {dych salt is unpalatable and can ruin foods and
get L.Ised téoods without added salt. Ina Slmllarso my witness can be unsavory to non-believers
fashion, it takes time to savor our speech and ogpd |eave a bad taste in their mouth if | overdo
witness with salt. It doesn’t happen Overnight. it A few times in school someone pranked me
still love it on tomatoes because it enhances thej§, unscrewing the top of the salt shaker and
flavor. So too can we be a sweet savor to &hefyhen | wanted to add a touch of salt, all of the
lives with the sweet, salty speech of the Gospelz|t in the shaker was dumped onto my
of Jesus Christ. This salt we present to others, jiinch...essentially rendering it useless.
the Person of Jesus Chl‘iSt, is the flavor of thgikewise, too much salt is going to leave a bad
One Who is ready to forgive and cleanse thefaste in people’mouths. No one likes to be force
from the putrid éects of sinToday the world is  fed anything and nowhere in the Bible did Jesus
in desperate need of this salt because it is corrutyer force Himself on anyone or make someone
Wherever salt touches, it always serves tg jisten to Him. The gospel is never good when
enhance and compliment whatever it comes in{@rced upon people. Jesus’ message of
contact with. Is that like us? salvationwas always offered freely to anyone
Another reason Jesus may have said that weho would believe (John 3:16). Saltis good but
are the salt of the earth is that salt is also iamust get out of the shakeThat means we
cleanserMany people use crushed ice and salre not salt to a lost world unless we get out and
to clean coffee pot stains. Salt water is greamake contact with those who need this salt.
solution to kills germs. People gargle with warm
salt water for medicinal purposes and by doin

S0, can sometimes eliminate a sore throat. Mai _

medicines that doctors still prescribe contain sa

Continued from Page 14

and its frequently used as a wound sterilize @ 1@ 2015 MQioe@ 23,4
because it disinfects. By analogye can tell (@108, ©a10q), ENWMA)
others about the One Who has cleansed us fr¢ ;5 oo . 6.30 p.mto8.30 p.m
(019 @MNImMI ans@il = moen : V008 MO 6 TRE,
2gjajes)
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